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Critical comment laying hens

LIB Symposium, Wageningen, 15 March 2011

Gerard Albers
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Conflict between efficiency of production and perce ived welfare
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Perceived welfare goes with higher mortality
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Issues raised & genetic solutions proposed

• Killing day old males

• Solution: dual purpose breed

• Pecking damage & mortality

• Solution: breeding for non-pecking



Low Input Breeds - ECO AB 
Symposium, Wageningen (The 
Netherlands)                       
March 15-16, 2011

28/03/2011

3

5

Perceived welfare goes with higher mortality
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Conflict between efficiency of production and perce ived welfare

C
A

G
E

B
A

R
N

F
R

E
E

 
R

A
N

G
E

O
R

G
A

N
IC

V
IL

LA
G

E

“WELFARE’’

“EFFICIENCY’’

DUAL 
PURPOSE 
BREED

SELECTION 
AGAINST 
PECKING



Low Input Breeds - ECO AB 
Symposium, Wageningen (The 
Netherlands)                       
March 15-16, 2011

28/03/2011

4

7

Conflict between “WELFARE” requirements and food se curity for all
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CONSUMERS 
SPEND 10 –
30% OF 
INCOME ON 
FOOD

CONSUMERS 
SPEND 5-15% 
OF INCOME ON 
FOOD

CONSUMERS 
SPEND 50-75% 
OF INCOME ON 
FOOD


